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Hlinois Department of Transportation

Division of Highways / District 4
401 Main Street / Peoria, Iltinois / 61602-1111
Telephone 309/671-3333

September 23, 1999

STUDIES & PLANS - PHASE |

FAP Route 315 (IL 336) & FAP Route 310 (USS. 67)
Macomb Area Study

McDonough County

Job No. P-94-152-91

Catalog No. 031483-00P

David and Deborah McDaniel
170 Flint Rd.
Macomb, IL 61455

Dear Mr. and Mrs, McDaniel;

Thank you for your comments from the April 28, 1999 public informational meeting at
Edison School regarding the Macomb Bypass Study. A copy of your comments is included -
with this response. Thank you also for marking your residence on the map that came with
your comments. As you indicated, the proposed bypass presented at the April 28, 1999
public informational meeting at Edison School showed the preferred alignment in the
northwest quadrant as passing approxi ly 1400 feet cast of Flint Rd.. In your comments
you mentioned concems regarding the impact of the bypass on bobcats in the area.
Environmental impacts, property severances, the impact on property use, agricultural
impacts, access, and engineering impacts are all factors which are considered in analyzing
and determining a proposed alignment location.

Based on further study by the Department and on comuments received since the April 28
meeting, the Department is studying a westward alignment shift of up to 500 feet in the area
between Adams St. and CH 14. The Department is also studying in detail dropping NW-3 as
the preferred alignment in favor of NW-2. The NW-2 alignment minimizes impacts to the
wooded area north of CH 14. This wooded area is a continuation of the woodland around
Spring Lake and is a possible bobcat habitat. The NW-2 alignment follows the edge of the
wooded area and does not cause the woodland fragmentation that occurs with NW-3.

One of the Department’s landscape architects is currently studying the native plants and
trees within the project limits and will be working on a plan for tree replacement and native
plantings. Where possible, the Department is studying extending existing wooded arcas,
such as the area north of CH 14, to expand the natural habitat of impacted wildlife.

Based on your comments, the Department is investigating the area further to determine the
potential impacts of the proposed bypass to the bobeat habitat. Based on the Department’s
knowledge, the bobcat favors creek or river valleys and wooded areas. The proposed
structure over the east fork of the LaMoine River in the northwest quadrant will provide an
area for wildlife to pass underneath undisturbed by traffic. Numerous culverts in the
northwest quadrant will also provide passages for wildlife to use.
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In the vicinity of CH 14, the bypass profile is proposed to be elevated as it crosses CH 14.
Placing the bypass over CH 14 is another attempt to minimize the disturbance fo wildtife.

The Department will present the recommended alignment, profile, and associated impacts,
includinig impacts to the bobcat, at a public hearing tentatively scheduled in 2000. The
public hearing will be used by the Department to receive further public input on the refined
alignment location.

Thank you for your interest in the Macomb Bypass Study and especially for your
information on bobcat sightings. If you have further comments or questions, please contact
Paul Heeg at (309)671-3462 or Tom Lacy at (309)671-3453.

Very truly yours,

Joseph E. Crowe
District Engineer

: -
By: Roger Rocke

Acting Program Development Engineer
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We encourage you to make your views a part of the official record.
Written comments received within 10 days of this meeting will be included in
the official record and will receive equal consideration along with the
statements received at this meeting..

e want your commenu on the pmposed Macomb Bypass.

My comments are:
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Hinois Department of Transportation June 29, 1999
Division of Highways / District 4 V
401 Main Street / Peoria, lilinois / 61602-1111
Telephone 309/671-3333 .

D.E. Risinger, District Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation

; =F I
Septcmberl23,19'99 : Division of Highways - District 4 N
’ ) 401 Main Street MS
STUDIES & PLANS - PHASE I : T Peoria IL 61602-1111 CARPENTER 1
FAP Route 315 (IL 336) & FAP Route 310 (U.S. 67) . GAUMTZ
Macomb Area Study R SMITH
McDonough County ' Dear Sir: RETVT
Job No. P-94-152-91 ) . . - RESPOND BY
Catalog No. 031483-00P ’ B Whenever a new road project is planned it stamde—to—~TE®ISOn that
' : some people will have to make property sacrifices. The by-pass
Mr. Ronald C. Bricker ‘ : ) around Macomb using the northern route will affect the property
1240 Emory Road - . of John Corson in such a way that he will have to give up the
Macomb, IL 61455 . . . . nationally recognized Suffolk sheep flock he has spent years
' building. Now to some that may not seem important, but John
Dear Mr. Bricker: Corson has given freely of his time and flock to serve as an
- educational tool to many students through the years.
Thank you for your comments from the April 28, 1999 public informational meeting at .
Edison School regarding the Macomb Bypass Study. A copy of your comments is inchided . I am an Animal Science instructor in the Department of
with this response. As you indicated, the proposed bypass presented at the April 28, 1999 ' Agriculture at Western Illinois University and also serve as
public informational meeting at Edison School showed NW-3 as the preferred alignment . In the coach of the WIU Intercollegiate Livestock Judging Team.
your comments you mentioned concerns regarding the impact of the preferred NW-3 on your John Corson retains his superior sheep flock at his farm

located close to WIU and allows me to use his flock for
evaluation to teach my students the economic and production
values of sheep selection, the merits of superior genetic
contributions to a flock and the study of wool and meat
gqualities which ultimately affect the consumer. His flock is
second to none on both the state and national level of the
sheep industry. WIU is very fortunate to have John Corson as

property. Property severances, the impact on property use, agricultural impacts, access,
along with environmental and engineering impacts are all factors which are considered in
analyzing and determining a proposed alignment location.

Based on further study by the Department and input from you and several others, the
Department is studying in detail dropping NW-3 and selecting NW-2 as the preferred

?Iignment. The NW-2 alignment does not bisect your property, as does NW-3, but instead a good neighbor and friend to education. I appreciate the
impacts the southeastem corner of your parcel. generosity he extends to my classes and judging teams.
The Department will present the recommended alignment, profile, and associated impacts at As the livestock judging team coach I network with other colleges
a public hearing tentatively scheduled in 2000. The public hearing will be used by the and universities in the United States in offering exceptional
Department to receive further public input on the refined alignment location. livestock work-outs when their students are in the Macomb area.

. , John Corson has opened his facilities and flock to schools from
Thank you for your interest in the Macomb Bypass Study. If you have further comments or many different states, welcomed foreign visitors and encouraged
questions, please contact Paul Heeg at (309)671-3462 or Tom Lacy at (309)671-3453. F.F.A. and 4-H members. He has delivered sheep classes for

livestock judging work-outs and contests held at WIU as well

Very truly yours, ) ) as served as our contest sheep official on numerous occasions.

He has supported the Illinois Ram Test conducted at WIU by

Joseph E. Crowe performance testing his rams. He donated twelve of his best

District Engineer ' eves to the WIU sheep teaching flock to introduce new genetics-
' - and make improvements in our flock where we needed changes.
C There is no replacement or alternative source for John Corson's
j - educational support and sheep interest he gives to Western
By: Roger Racke Illinois University.

Acting Program Development Engineer .
It does not seem fair that John Corson should have to give up

Piltg/smprdwinwardud&pinsuquad bibricker.doc his farm's sheep production because the by-pass road will not
allow his property to remain intact especially when there

cc: Project File (P. Heeg)
Parsons Brinckerhoff (Attn: Mark Henderson)
T. Lacy
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could be other route options. By moving the road more to
Fhe we§t through unproductive ground, he could maintain the
integrity of his farm which would accomodate his sheep flock.

As impo;tant as the road is to Illinois and t

Corson is a respected, productive and progresgiv:KESQigZ?:ure
resource who has made unselfish contributions relevant to
educ§tion which Illinois cannot afford to lose. Please
consider the northern by-pass route options which would

allovw for him to continue to operate his successful sheep
flock that has the potential to offer numercus advantages

to many people including the student inoi
Onivornioy g s at Western Illinois

Respectfully,

Doeee A 5»774-61-@,

Bruce A. Engnell

WIU Department of Agriculture
2100 N. Wigwam Hollow Road
Macomb, IL 61455
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Illinols Department Transportation
pivision of Highways/District 4

D. E. Risinger, District Engineer
401 Main Street

Peoria, Illinois 61602~1111

Dear Mr. Risinger:

It has recently come to my attention that one of the proposed sites for .
the bypass around Macomb would split the property of Mrc. John N. Corson. -
He owns property in Section 28 of Emmet Township and his address is 13320
E. 900th Street, Macomb. .

For many years, Mr. Corson has opened his farm to the Western Illinois-
University students to observe and conduct rasearch. Also, he has .
graciously provided the animals and facilities necessary for our students
to judge livestock. The ultimate placement of the highway through Mr.
Corson’s property will determine whether or not this educational
relationship can be maintained into the future. :

After reviewing the aerial photographs of the affected area, I see a
possible opportunity to save taxpayer dollars and reduce the negative
impact associated with the building of a highway through Mr. Corson’s
property. If the adopted plan is to build the highway through the
southeast quarter of Section 28, I would recommend the road be constructed
closer to Spring Creek. If I correctly understand the current proposed
configuration, this would mean a shift of the road to the west. This
could reduce the damage of splitting a number of parcels of land
{including Mr. Corson’s property) “down the middle.”

I do hope you will give this suggestion the consideration it deserves. If
I can be of assistance, please contact me. Thanks.

Sincerely,

COPY. RECT)
[ YrockE o
Z ) CLARK 1T
C{j?’—————ﬁ THERKILDSEN — 1
= /(_9-——7 WILLIAMS ;
CARPENTER) .| _ i
Danny E. Terry, Chairman 5 CAUNTTZ :
Western Illinois University Lo ISTRIeT 4 xgbg,
Department of Agriculture SIEAIILIS =k i
Macomb, IL 61455 R JPGRD BY '

(309) 298-1080 (Work)
(309) 298-2280 (Fax)
Danny_Terry@ccmail.wiu.edu *
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M W0 Division of Highways / District 4 ’
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July 23, 1999

Illinois Department Transportation
Division of Highways/District 4
D. E. Risinger, District Engineer
401 Main Street

Peoria, Illinois 61602-1111

Dear Mx. Risinger:

I recently found out that one of the proposed sites for the
bypass around Macomb would split the property of John Corson,
Section 28 of Emmett Township ~-- his address is 13320 E. 300th
Street, Macomb. '

For several decades, John has opened his farm to the Western
Illinois Univexrsity students to observe and conduct a working
sheep farm. Also, he has graciocusly provided the animals and
facilities necessary for our students to judge livestock.
Placing the bypass through Mr. Cordon's property could well end
this relationship by greatly disrupting Mr. Corson's business.

Thus I would recommend the road be constructed closer to Spring
Creek. If I correctly understand the current proposed .
configuration, this would mean a shift of the read to the west.
This could red the d ge of splitting a number of parcels of
land (including Mr. Corson’s property) “down the middle.”

I do hope you will give this suggestion the consideration it
deserves. If I can be of assistance, please contact me. Thanks.

Sincerely,

prZaa

John Carlson, Professor

W.I1.U. Agriculture Department

STUDIES & PLANS - PHASE I IR R T
FAP Route 315 (IL 336) & FAP Route 10 (U. S. 60 = = £ =1V (21
Macomb Area Study R

McDonough County - AUG -2 1998

Job No. P-94-152-91 :

Catalog No. 031483-00 Fasles Di oot
CHICAZO, 1L

Mr. Bronson Van Wyck
2141 Highway 224 East
Tuckerman, Arkansas 72473

Dear Mr. Wyck:

Thank you for your recent phone calls regarding the Macomb Bypass Study. As you
requested, included with this letter is a copy of an aerial photograph presented to the -
public at the April 28, 1999 Public Information Meeting at Edison School in Macomb.
Two handouts provided to the public at this meeting are also included with this letter.
You are encouraged to send us your written comments about this project. Your
comments will be included as part of the official record.

According to our records, the property owned by Agronomics is highlighted in yellow
on the aerial exhibit. As can be seen, the alignment NW 2/3 crosses the property. At
the April 28 meeting, an individual associated with Agronomics requested that the
Department look into shifting the alignment slightly north to eliminate the small
trapezoidal section of land between the Hildred Thompson property and the
Agronomics property. The Department is currently studying the alignment shift and its
impacts, particularly to the interchange at U. 8. 67. .

The Department is in the process of finalizing the alignment and amount of right-of-
way needed. The public will have an opportunity to comment on the final alignment
and associated impacts at the final public hearing, which is tentatively scheduled for
June of 2000.

Thank you again for your interest in the Macomb Bypass Study. If you have additional
questions, please contact Paul Heeg at (309) 671-3462.

M. E. Rippel
Acting District Engineer

Ky Ak,

By: Rofer E. Rocke
Program Development Engincer

PHAo/umorwi Nt olnet 9\l \ohi0026
PHAg/s:\ungr P

cc: Project File (P. Heeg)
Parsons Brinkerhoff (Attn: M. Henderson)
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MACOMB AREA STUDY - PUBLIC MEETING -'APRIL 28, 1999

W elcome to the drop-in session for the Macomb
Bypass Study. _
This session is being held so that the Illinois Department
of Transportation can present the most recent
: information about the Macomb
Bypass project and hear your :
questions and comments.

The meeting is conducted in an
open house format. The
exhibits show the remaining
possible alignments for a four-
lane freeway in the Northwest
and Northeast corridors. Please
review the exhibits and discuss
the project with the
representatives present.

 Aliuments being considered faclud

Two in the Northwest - NW-2 and NW-3.
Two in the Northeast - NE-9 and NE-9R.
Two at US 136 East - NE-1 and NE-3.
The “No Action” Alternative.

We want to hear from you.

Please feel free to ask questions and express
opinions. Your input is important. T e
There are several ways you may
comment on the project:

« lllinois Department of
Transportation personnel and
their consultants are present to
answer your questions and receive your comments.

o On the back of this handout is a comment form
which you may fill out tonight and drop in the
comment box.

« Mail your comments to:

Iilinois Department of Transportation
D. E. Risinger, District Engineer

401 Main Street

Peoria, IL 61602-1111

The next step -

o Evaluate and respond to comments received.

o Finalize alignment selection. '

o Present the preferred alternate at the next public
hearing. .

your

RO

NE-9/9R
. NW-2

US 136

mmm RECOMMENDED ALIGNMENT

O PROPOSED INTERCHANGE

= PREFERRED BUT STILL
UNDER STUDY
= STUDY CORRIDOR

Go to Next Page
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